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NW Cape &
Seven Islands

Vision Plan
Town Hall
Meeting

 
When: Wednesday, February

17
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Where:  Christa McAuliffe
Elementary School
2817 SW 3rd Lane

On Wednesday, project
consultants with CPH Engineers,
Inc. will present design concepts
for the Seven Islands and
Northwest Cape area.  The
"Seven Islands" are city-owned
properties located on the western
boundary of Cape Coral off of
Old Burnt Store Road.

If you are interested in the future
look and feel of these areas, we
encourage you to attend.  Late

Economic Development News

Message From Your EDO
Manager
A Bagel for your Thoughts?

I sat down recently with David Lukasik, owner of The Bagel
Factory in North Cape Coral.  We discussed many aspects of
operating a business in the Cape and what the future holds. 
David is a unique individual who possesses a passion for his
business.  He is a veteran and runs his business in a very
disciplined manner.  This makes him a good example of the
many wonderful entrepreneurs here in Cape Coral!

David and his wife chose to open his business just before the
economic downturn and at a location that was on a bit of an
island in the North Cape.  But, they survived and built a
business that is thriving today, with numerous "regular
customers." I should know; I'm one of them.  As an Economic
Development Manager, I tend to look at things differently,
asking questions like how is the business run, what is it doing
to make the customer experience positive, and how does this
business fit in with our local economy?  That said, after talking
with David, I realize that you cannot underestimate
determination and drive.

What's David up to now?  He's finishing his undergraduate
degree in business and thinking of going for his Master's Degree
in Business Administration, an MBA-- all at 55 years of age
while running a full-time company.  This is an example of the



last year, the City of Cape Coral
hosted a three-day design
charrette for this Vision Plan.  To
view the final charrette
document, click here.

For more information, call the
Department of Community
Development at 239.574-0566 or
email apearce@capecoral.net.

SBA Offers Disaster
Help For Those Hit by
Rare Tornado Damage

 
Cape Coral residents and businesses
impacted by the Jan. 9 tornado can
apply for low-interest disaster loans
from the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA). 

Florida Governor Rick Scott requested
the disaster declaration from the SBA.
"The SBA is strongly committed to
providing the people of Florida with the
most effective and customer-focused
response possible to assist businesses
of all sizes, homeowners, and renters
with federal disaster loans," said SBA
Administrator Maria Contreras-Sweet, in
a released statement. "Getting
businesses and communities up and
running after a disaster is our highest
priority at SBA."

Loans up to $200,000 will be available to
homeowners to repair or replace
damaged or destroyed real estate. 
Homeowners and renters are eligible for
loans up to $40,000 to repair or replace
damaged or destroyed personal

kind of drive and determination that can make a business stand
out anywhere. 

As for future development in and around North Cape Coral,
David says, "I look forward to the competition." Sounds like the
attitude of an intelligent man with a military background, doesn't
it?  If you get a chance, stop by The Bagel Factory at 3571 Del
Prado N. or visit David at the Cape Coral Farmers Market on
Saturday mornings at the Club Square in South Cape.  On a
side note, try the French toast bagel.  It's wonderful!  
 

Sincerely,
 

Dana Brunett
 
City of Cape Coral
Economic Development Manager

CCIM Outlook Conference: 
Continued Positive Growth Ahead

The 16th Annual Southwest Florida CCIM Commercial Real
Estate Outlook Conference held recently at the Harborside Event
Center gave Cape Coral and regional attendees a reason to
celebrate. Certified Commercial Investment Members (CCIM)
leadership from across the state came together to analyze
information and statistics that demonstrate the continued growth
of the region.
 
Individual speakers and two special panels of experts shared
upbeat reports for a bright future for Cape Coral and the region
based on a wealth of supporting sales figures, leasing data and a
fast-growing absorption rate of available properties locally.
 
Several speakers spoke about the ever-increasing volume of
commercial permits being pulled to start new projects throughout
Lee County, including the City of Cape Coral. Perhaps one of the
most strongly supported demographics presented was the
dwindling supply of retail, office, industrial and warehouse space
across Southwest Florida.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEZkK3mPc_UCLIX4B74uFKUFcpW0oxRJ6lYzFi7z2vTU1wA_ZRSNzcVNBxRzCjvpVn_GOYXUI0KK_I_BkmAWTAQD6_CRLs0LSncrUab5Fvu4yMSK7Hx2LE-YXo8RBxrilsTFFz43Bo_bD-kJ0FAFgaF--RA4EfRjsvutJHcPv-rXiCQMEMAhKDI=&c=&ch=
mailto:apearce@capecoral.net


property.

The filing deadline for physical property
damage claims is April 5. 

For more information, contact SBA's
Disaster Assistance Customer Service
Center. 
Call: 800.659.2955
Email: 
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov
Visit:
www.sba.gov/disaster

Cape Chamber
Introduces Food For

Thought

The Chamber of Commerce of Cape
Coral has partnered with our Economic
Development Office, SCORE and SBDC
to create a new monthly event dedicated
to educating business owners and
leaders.  It's called "Food for Thought"
and held on the first Thursday of each
month from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
 
Each "Food For Thought" luncheon will
include a knowledgable guest speaker
on a variety of business topics ranging
from marketing, sales and finance to
exporting.  The theme for the month of
March will be "Discovering Export
Markets, Taking Your Business
Global!".
 
The fee for these luncheons will vary,
depending on whether a participant is a
Chamber member or not.  Sponsorships
are also available.  For more information
and to register for the March 3rd event,
click here.

According to the experts, the dwindling availability of commercial
space has triggered a landslide of vacant land purchases that are
recognized as a strong predictor of future land development
projects throughout the region.
 
The underlying message of future growth was that, as the current
supply of available move-in-ready commercial properties
continues to decline, the need for development grows and the
supply of commercial vacant land being purchased now will
become the sites used to grow new available properties to keep
up with the demand for commercial demands.
 
This message of continued growth and dwindling available supply
mirrors the sentiment of the Cape Coral EDO staff as
demonstrated by the increasing number of prospects who want to
see available properties along the major corridors in the city. The
future looks bright for continued growth and the CCIM Regional
Outlook Conference served as a great reminder of the need to
stay on top of the continued demand for commercial property in
Cape Coral.

Business Profile:  Desai Dental
Studio Creating Beautiful Smiles

Dr. Sudhanshu "Sam" Desai with staff by their new
equipment (I-MAX Touch Owandy) to help capture

dental images without making patients feel confined. 
At Desai Dental Studio, Dr. Sudhanshu "Sam" Desai's approach
to business focuses on three key areas: patient
relationships/care; an educated staff and up-to-date dental
equipment; and a commitment to giving.
 
"Dr. Sam" likes to tell people he has international and national
degrees, and it's true. His original dental degree (BDS, MDS)
came from India. In 1993, he graduated with honors from New
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Forbes Lists Cape As
a 

Top Investment City

 
Recently,

Forbes magazine proclaimed
Cape Coral as the tenth best out

of 100
 metropolitan areas in the United

States to invest in the housing
market.  Cape Coral's average
home price is $211,531.  Prices

are accelerating at 9 to 14
percent in all Florida cities on the

list, according to Forbes.

Our city received 59 applications
in January for constructing new
single family homes and eight

applications for duplexes.

Click here
to see the "best-buy" markets for

housing in 2016.

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

York University's College of Dentistry, moving to Cape Coral in
1995 to set up practice.
 
Today, his staff of five treats a wide variety of patients in areas
ranging from dental implants and braces to teeth whitening and
other aesthetic care. His appointments don't run less than an
hour, allowing him time to get to know each patient. "We do
dentistry from the heart," he says. "Our goal is to develop long-
term relationships with each individual."
 
Desai is active in local, regional and state dental societies, and
he is passionate about helping those in need. For example, 2016
will mark the second year he plans to fill a bus with professional
workers to participate in the Florida Mission of Mercy (MOM)
event held in Tampa. In the first trip, he and his colleagues were
able to treat more than 1,600 patients who couldn't afford dental
care.
 
Locally, he participates each year with Project Dentist Care and
Give Kids a Smile Days, offering free dental checkups and
cleaning to children throughout Lee County. He points to a two-
inch binder of thank-you notes from patients of all ages as a good
reason to keep giving. Candlelighter of SWFL, an organization
that helps kids with cancer, writes: "Thank you for being so
thoughtful. You can't imagine how much it's appreciated...Your
beautiful staff were exceptionally gracious."
 
 "My motto is, if someone is in need, find a way to help," says
Desai. "If not us directly, we can find resources to help people in
need."
 
Desai and his wife, Sandra, picked Cape Coral as their choice to
live and practice because of the quality of life, and because Cape
Coral is a safe city. Their three daughters graduated from the
International Baccalaureate program at Cape Coral High School.
All three girls are currently taking pre-med courses in college.
 
"We love Cape Coral, and we hope to open a larger office here
soon," adds Desai.
 
Learn More:
Desai Dental Studio
1510 S.E. 47 Terrace, Cape Coral
239-542-5676
DesaiDentalStudio.com

What to do?
By Russ Winstead, CFM, CBA, CGBP 

SBDC Business Consultant
P 239.573.2737; Email rwinstead@fgcu.edu
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157 new businesses registered for Cape

Coral Tax Receipts

(Business Licenses)

in January 2016.

 

Click here to view new Cape business

reports.

 

German Film Crew
Returns to Cape

A German film crew followed in the
footsteps of Cape Coral firefighter
Juergen Schmidt recently as part of an
hour-long show to be aired by the
commercial broadcast station Kabel
eins in Germany.
 
'Achtung Kontrolle' (Attention Control!) is
a documentary style series that, in this
instance, follows the life of a firefighter
in Cape Coral.  For this hour-long
special on Cape Coral, the EDO was
able to introduce the film crew to a
number of German businesses located
here including Pro Med Instruments,
Primatek Fabrics, Surfside Lighting and
also an interview with long-time German
Realtor Michael Schneider-Christians.
 

In the many conversations I've
have had this year, a common
topic comes up time after time:
What should I do? 
 
I hear doubt around every
corner: This season's sales are
way off. The weather up North
is too warm. The market is

way down. The market is going up. Interest rates are going up. I
can't get a business loan. And many more.
 
Yes, the economy is a bit unstable and so is the weather. But the
answer is the same for both: Do what you can!
 
It's true for all of us that we can't change the economy and we
can't change the weather. But we can change our attitude and our
focus. We need to focus on the things we can change (for the
better) and do the things we know will make our businesses the
best it can be under any circumstances.
 
Sometimes adverse situations create opportunities.
 
In the financial planning business, if the market is good and
moving along, people are satisfied and are very reluctant to make
a change. However, if things are difficult and clients start losing
money, they become open to advice and start looking for other
options. This "negative situation" creates an opportunity to
acquire new clients. So, if you're a financial advisor, focus on the
opportunity to acquire new clients, instead of complaining about
how bad the market is.
 
This optional way of looking at things is true in most business. To
sum it up, first, slow down. Make sure what you are currently
doing is the best you can, make adjustments as needed and look
for new opportunities in challenging situations. 

Wicked Dolphin to Host
Decades Party Shelter
Fundraiser

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOa42wyRTVpDQrRyoFuDGF4s7DHf8m9bqJk1U3CGEaeJaNLc7LLf4jkyayl355c12tI86PuxLdkb96gPfG0k-A0YzW-RHnsU_MCTo_g22HpcsnnZwcI-anELMI7MZNct9qB7ea4C3AYpSjXRC3drHsj2WLIUi9dR-M9KIQ_aeVync1Jz8CrvXklSWw-AGg4nn0Md5go9SiXfrZT4fQvl17LzSzM1i1lJGQ==&c=&ch=


Film Director Thomas Lucke tells us the
airing debut is likely to be in April.  Once
the show has aired, it goes into an
archive where at least ten other stations
have an opportunity to pick up and air
the episode.  This makes for great
exposure for Cape Coral. 

Curious about the show?  Here's a link,
but note that each episode is presented
in German.  

Achtung Kontrolle

Cape Realtor Named
Humanitarian of

theYear For Second
Time

  
Not only is he willing to give back to
the community, but Realtor Jeff Miloff
has also taken on the role of serving
as the President for the new Cape
Coral-Fort Myers Association for
Realtors.  This association combined
the old Cape Coral and Fort Myers
systems.

The Cape Coral-Fort Myers
Association for Realtors recently
recognized Miloff as their 2015
Humanitarian of the year for his many
efforts to make a difference in our
region. He has served in the past as
President of the Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Southwest Florida
and been involved with Make-A-Wish
Southern Florida and Builders Care,
just to name a few. 

Jeff Miloff is a partner with the Miloff

Where: Wicked Dolphin Rum Distillery
131 Southwest 3rd Place 
Cape Coral, FL 33991

When: Saturday, February 27, 2016 from 8:00 PM to 11:59 PM
(EST)

Why:  To raise funds for the Gulf Coast Humane Society's
Cape Coral Shelter
 
Price: $100 per ticket 
 
The title of this year's event is "Hollywood's Golden Era Meets
the USO" with a distinct 1940's theme.  Anyone attending is
expected to dress in a wartime era costume, military uniform or
as a favorite 1940's actor or movie character.  There will be a
costume contest with a cash prize as just one of the evening's
offerings. Look for a live and silent auction, casino-style
gambling, live entertainment, hors d'oeuvres, dessert and
drinks.
 
All proceeds will be used to help build the Gulf Coast Humane
Society's (GCHS) Cape Coral Shelter.  As a no-kill facility, the
pets of the GCHS remain in their care until they find their
'forever home'.  It is anticipated that the Cape shelter will help to
save more than 1,000 pets each year.
 
This marks the second year for this fundraiser.  Last year's
theme was a 1920's prohibition party.  Over 300 attended. 

For more information or to register, click here.
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Aubuchon Realty Group and Aubuchon
Team of Companies. He was honored
for the first time with the Humanitarian
award in 2010.

Resources

 
Cape Coral Chamber

 
CareerSource Southwest Florida

 
Cape Community 

Foundation

 
CCCIA

City of Cape Coral 

Goodwill MicroEnterprise Prog.

 Lee County EDO

 
SBDC

 

  
Like Cape Coral 

Economic Development on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter for the latest

Economic Development News.
     

 

 
 

 

  
 

ecodev@capecoral.net
 

Phone
(239) 574-0444

 
Website   

www.bizcapecoral.com
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvok0swjNdy72srA9FG2YFNf57o1LquAcPG0QEavmPVEJqBReptO8UO4h_Q6ai4HNd7Pt_Yoc010xYEzGLKIwvAk84ttPBmruankopxm0nk7B4RtyTWczuZLVw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuP1XsdMbQw5YeHOKpOc2jKM6EZYK_kx9fVLjonQNsG8c12qqmh4f-Fll0CLFU3bhFCAsIO_DOxyHP_-ylHBLAxD7WIh3Z5SArJd0Jm22C8EUg0movnpjCB7fsv6okWD4GH_U1LBZxa1X&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvokmshTJutrUQwFxH_bZeSaYNw6nvLWz_2-TV1EHE1vijqjRjTcrpOsw1_mOQM6y2-hskrJt02_rlFBmz_y82ZKqNagnn652kdXQ1FKDp7O18yUSkTMKELAlc0upwfqSDF_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvokmshTJutrUQwFxH_bZeSaYNw6nvLWz_2-TV1EHE1vijqjRjTcrpOsw1_mOQM6y2-hskrJt02_rlFBmz_y82ZKqNagnn652kdXQ1FKDp7O18yUSkTMKELAlc0upwfqSDF_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvok7AFgCvM2_OPohUUAspJO0pIIzwGdB1vAwgVzDc-9J7mq9RdHc6XCNQ97WQ4l7iyyzhU-3FtO-lbPi8s2FBrmZ1NmZ9ZPaKgXYuBcFJXV3XI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvokDedBr7wX9x8uaSaPvwmvidQpxVxlAfjAVIa5Uxp2SmR9VB8bnvqoI4gqY3_zvkGc_atqRHMR9AHiJcEaZGHT9zYZHWgoDLUTAKffJshhKa0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuIcMfkhtzdSXeMAfsSg2IXhgcYelDnuzolzgCDxKo5uruwXvsVOSFT9IjLDkenIkCG8ckr9PXlR_XZ69mkL36S1hpeG-VSFoxzTLfka4qe1Ybo_SLkZ9RiYrg31U3LuKXCM9s57vyxisr8tG4rfW9ZI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvokDooq6tAmb_OJjbJw9b_hDyOXbEtP68Hi8YhFNdrXCR4_mNPH4wTWSQmfbYu9A-5IwOYkr68FJ7AguCHaLfASZE21R3YZPx5Nu9gXTDKqITakKafLtJBlsQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvokG1AeNr5b9iSCkJmvoB7BBVfZFFuBD7E6t-Iqtn0GeEc3OgJ6K0GuCQA55VZ5kE9b3B4iTN8fHN4AlQ9q-vW6ANFCvgvpxlr-P64Di9-ioUI4Vy6MT1A9jw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE20LvPmFQkF4X5HganWpSX8cNrjDve9V2xg6OiiYjPN4ylk7XNdeowB3qts_QawIrVV_IP2tGmWBWgonWdc0r5aV8fJQzhWWI-vobLbasl_tBDB5F3UCCI4cVsr-ofJ9SdlpqhAAi2R&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGzTIAUuOuLCoPP7kJo6T4T5OcavINA6gbGZTDEZkvN2bw7-T-UwrL5aYkYHAk_x2M0OnA8Rb9BfFi0rP8QBpUTauJ5Bz4cTKT-b6ilDLvk28_fbwKYz0f0kKbs3sZcRplZkb8BwxMdBt7yP_bbIu94=&c=&ch=
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103231279482
mailto:ecodev@capecoral.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPjfOZoBMvokDedBr7wX9x8uaSaPvwmvidQpxVxlAfjAVIa5Uxp2SmR9VB8bnvqoI4gqY3_zvkGc_atqRHMR9AHiJcEaZGHT9zYZHWgoDLUTAKffJshhKa0=&c=&ch=

